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SUMMARY

Dr Rutqvist holds the position as Senior Vice President for Scientific Affairs at Swedish Match AB. He joined the company in 2006 after a distinguished career in the public sector including more than 25 years in clinical oncology and academic medicine at the Karolinska Hospital & Institutet in Stockholm, Sweden. His work at Swedish Match has included development of an extensive research and technical analysis program that has contributed significantly to the scientific knowledge in Europe and globally.
He served as Head of the Department of Oncology, Karolinska University Hospital at Huddinge during 2000-2005, and was appointed Professor of Oncology at the Karolinska Institutet in 2002. He also served for many years as the Chairman of the Karolinska Institute’s Research Ethics Committee. His academic work has been in the fields of clinical cancer epidemiology, cancer clinical trials, and cancer prevention. He has published more than 200 papers in international scientific journals, and has been at the forefront of scientific discussions in Europe as well as the US. 
He currently serves as company representative on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) Risk Communications Advisory Committee. 
Over the years, Dr. Rutqvist has provided leadership to academia as well as industry, and has engaged the broader scientific community in Europe and the US in the development and review of strategies and programs aimed at improving primary and secondary cancer prevention, communication of risk, and related scientific concepts. Dr. Rutqvist’s scientific credibility have enabled him to forge invaluable relationships with several non-government organizations and the scientific and lay communities
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ACADEMIC MERITS

Prof Rutqvist has a broad experience of both preclinical and clinical research, mainly in the field of oncology and epidemiology. He has also served in an advisory capacity to governmental or other state agencies on issues related to public health policies, risk modification, harm reduction, and research ethics. He has worked with pharmaceutical and biotechnological companies providing advice on drug development. In recent years he has served on several stake-holders forums addressing tobacco-based harm reduction options and has also provided leadership to the European Smokeless Tobacco Council in the development of science-based, public health oriented initiatives. He has published more than 200 scientific papers and has supervised 14 Ph D students in areas of clinical oncology, epidemiology and public health.
EXPERIENCE

2006 – Present
Senior Vice President – Scientific Affairs, Swedish Match AB
In his capacity as Senior Vice President – Scientific Affairs Prof Rutqvist has developed an extensive research and development program that builds on the company’s long standing commitment to tobacco harm reduction. A central part of this program is the sponsorship of controlled clinical trials on the role of smokefree tobacco products for smoking reduction and cessation. In addition, Prof Rutqvist’s association with Swedish Match has been instrumental in developing science-based standards for the European smokeless tobacco industry, and has facilitated an effective engagement on the part of the industry with the European Commission’s regulatory bodies and scientific advisory boards. This work is exemplified by ESTOC’s (European Smokeless Tobacco Council) proposal for a regulatory framework for smokeless tobacco products submitted to the European Commission in 2008.
1997-2004

Chairman, Karolinska Institute Research Ethics Committee

In the late 1960s the Karolinska Institute was the first academic institution in Sweden to organize a research ethics committee. As chairman of this committee Prof Rutqvist was actively engaged in implementing new guide-lines for laboratory, clinical as well as epidemiological research at all departments of the Institute. The aim of these guide-lines was to ensure the  validity and transparency of all types of research as well as to protect the safety and integrity of research subjects. Prof Rutqvist also helped to introduce the new organisation for the entire Stockholm-Gotland region for ethical review of all forms of research on humans that was enacted in 2004.
2000-2005

Professor & Head, Department of Oncology, Karolinska University Hospital at Huddinge
The department included facilities for both radiation oncology and medical oncology. The staff included c. 40 physicians and 150 registered nurses. The catchment area has a population of c 900,000 and the number of new cancer cases seen each year at the department is c. 2,500. During his tenure Prof Rutqvist initiated a clinical research laboratory, and programs for smoking cessation for patients scheduled to receive radiation therapy.
1990-2000

Head of the Oncologic Centre for the Stockholm-Gotland Region
The Oncologic Centre for the Stockholm-Gotland Region at the Karolinska University Hospital included the Regional Cancer Registry which, together with five other regional cancer registries, collectively formed the Swedish National Cancer Registry. The Centre also included the Stockholm Cancer Prevention Unit whose task was to work with community-based health strategies aimed at reducing cancer risks. The main areas of activity were smoking prevention, healthy diet and reduced sun exposure.

1985-1989


Senior Consultant in Oncology & Head of the Breast Cancer Center, Department of Oncology, Karolinska University Hospital, Stockholm

As head of the largest breast cancer center in Sweden, Prof Rutqvist was responsible for both the center’s clinical activities and research & training programs.
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Residencies in Medical Oncology & Radiation Therapy, Departments of Oncology at Karolinska University Hospital and  Gävle Central Hospital, Sweden
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Internships in surgery, internal medicine & psychiatry, Ersta Hospital, Stockholm
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Chairman of the Stockholm Breast Cancer Study Group

1996-2005

Chairman of the Swedish Cancer Society’s Breast Cancer Screening Trial Overview Group
 
1990-2000

Member of the Steering Committee for the International Breast Cancer Trialists’ Group
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Appointments as scientific expert on public health policies, risk modification, risk assessement, harm reduction, research ethics, cancer care, and radiation therapy by



The Swedish National Board of Health, Swedish Cancer Society, County Council of Stockholm, Karolinska Institute, the Swedish Council on Technology Assessment in Health Care, National Cancer Institute (NIH), Imperial Cancer Research Fund, and the UK Cancer Research Campaign.  
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